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Russian historiography made great advances in the early 19th
century. The History of ike Bussian State by Karamzin was pub.
lished as far back as the reign of Alexander I and was an important event
at the time. In the words of Pushkin, Karamzin discovered Russian
history as Columbus had discovered America. Karamzin *s History
of the Russian State, however, bears obvious traces of serf-owner
ideology. In history, according to Karamzin, "everything depends
on the will of the autocrat who, like a skilled mechanic, sets masses
in motion by the move of a finger."

Literature. Literature played a tremendous social role i$ the
period of the disintegration of the old feudal-serf relations and the
growth of new, capitalist relations.

The writers, critics and publicists of the 'thirties and 'forties, in
addition to being exponents of the progressive ideas of their times were
champions of a new, free life. Herzen, dealing with literature and its
significance in that epoch, wrote in his work On the Development of
Revolutionary Ideas in Russia: "Literature, with a people that does
not possess political liberty is the only tribune from which it can make
its cry of indignation and its voice of conscience heard."

Tsarism ruthlessly persecuted progressive writers and poets. The
tsarist censorship expunged from books the slightest hint of criticism
against the existing order. The Censorship Committee, established
in 1849, banned many books and magazines which did not conform to
the trend of "official nationality."

Tsarism, however, did not stop at mere persecution of literary
activity. Herzen writes of the tragic fate that befell the progressive
men. of the days of Nicholas and cites a brief but expressive list of the
crimes committed by the monarchy of Nicholas in regard to Russian
writers and poets:

Byleyev, hung by Nicholas.
Pushkin, killed in a duel, at the age of 38.
Ctriloyedov, assassinated in Teheran.
Lermontov, killed in a duel ... in the Caucasus.
Venevitinov, killed by society, at the age of 22.
Eoltsov, killed by his family, at the age of 33.
BelinsJcy, killed at the age of 35 by hunger and poverty.
Baratynslcy, died after 12 years of exile.

An ^outstanding work of Russian letters, Wit Works Woe by
Griboyedov (1795-1829) was a biting satire on the upper aristocracy,
the ruling bureaucracy and the arrogant military. This comedy played
an important social role. Belinsky wrote that "while still in manu-
script Wit Works Woe had been learned by heart by the whole of
Russia."

When asked during cross-examination which of all the 'works he
had read contributed chiefly to the development of his liberal views,